Blaen Bran Community Woodland

Volunteering Policy

Introduction

The aims of Blaen Bran Community Woodland (BBCW) are outlined in our Articles of Association and are:

(1) To preserve and maintain the land known as Coed Gwaun-y-Fferiad area of Upper Cwmbran in the interests of social welfare to provide a place of exercise and recreation for the benefit of the inhabitants of the town of Cwmbran and its neighbourhood and visitors (without distinction of sex, race or of political, religious or other opinions) including the provision of activities and recreational facilities and the erection of any buildings suitable for or ancillary to these purposes.

(2) In the interests of conservation to develop, conserve, protect and restore the natural resources and animals and plant life at Coed Gwaun-y-Fferiad

(3) To advance public knowledge by the conservation, protection, restoration and development of natural resources, and animals and plant life at Coed Gwaun-y-Fferiad: and

(4) To further such other charitable purposes as the trustees in their discretion determine

A number of practical tasks are carried out with the support and co-operation of local volunteers, including tree planting, bracken bashing, staking up trees, dry stone walling, and other woodland tasks.

Guidelines

*
Discussions will be held with prospective volunteers to find out what they would like to do, and how they might get involved.

*
On practical work sessions, volunteers will be given a briefing on work involved and taken through a short risk assessment as to safety measures. Demonstration training will be given as necessary.

*
Volunteers will be given the contact numbers of BBCW committee members and woodland agent, and will have the opportunity to feedback during and on completion of work done.

*
All volunteers are covered by the BBCW volunteers insurance (with BTCV Cymru) whilst they are engaged in any work on behalf of the group.

*
Volunteers will be taken through risk assessment and procedures for health and safety, with a designated lead for each event/activity undertaken.

*
Volunteers will receive details of the BBCW website for contacts and information, and are welcome to pass on feedback either verbally or electronically.
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