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Community group turns landowner – 

to make woodland dream come true
The people of Upper Cwmbran are so determined to enjoy the great outdoors that they have just become the owners of  their own 100 acre wood – with the help of Cydcoed Woods for All.

Blaen Bran Wood is set to play a major part in community life, once a major programme of themed path building, fencing, woodland management, tree plant and fencing costing just over £99,000 is completed.

The new community woodland - officially known as Coed Gwain Y Fferiad - has been bought from Mr..??? Larkin who has backed the trust’s plan to create a community woodland off The Square in Upper Cwmbran, just below the Mynydd Maen ridge. 

In recent years it has been subject to fires, vandalism and use by noisy motorbikes. 

Now the community is taking control of land – and it is determined that this valuable resource will become a safe, green place for local people to walk, play and learn in.

“Despite its recent history, this is a most attractive woodland with broad leaves along many of the tracks and beautiful views,”said Mark Crew, Treasurer of Coed Gwaun-y-ffeiriad Community Trust, the group behind the project. 
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 “It is a very attractive area much used by walkers, joggers, cyclists and horse riders, but it does suffer from vandalism, illegal use of airguns, deliberate fire raising and environmental damage and noise from motorbikes, “he said. 
Key to the new project is fencing off the 42 hectare woodland, special gates to prevent motorcycle access – and full-time community commitment to making the woodland work.

Paths are to be extended and improved, stiles and waymarkers installed.  Access will be improved for school group vehicles and those with impaired mobility – a trail suitable for wheelchairs is planned. There is to be a survey to assess wildlife and biodiversity value, archaeology and industrial history. An educational trail is to be built, together with a Forest School.  Tree planting will be undertaken by schools, Scout groups and youth groups.  Meanwhile, thinning and felling work will improve the woodland and create new view-points. 

“This project delivers benefits right across the board, but the most impressive thing is the way the community has committed itself to taking ownership of the wood,” said Barbara Anglezarke of Cydcoed, the Forestry Commission Wales grant programme funded by the European Union and Welsh Assembly Government. “They will be in control, and making sure this wood plays a really valuable part in local life.” For more information about Cydcoed phone 01495 320331, log on to www.forestry.gov.uk/Cydcoed or e-mail cydcoed.admin@forestry.gsi.gov.uk . New project proposals from communities throughout Objective One Wales are welcomed.
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Contact: 

Barbara Anglezarke – Cydcoed: Tel 01874 658654
Guy Pargeter – Taliesin Communications: Tel 01970 832375
EDITOR’S NOTE: Coed Gwaun-y-ffeiriad Community Trust is made up of individuals living close to the woodland and others with educational and historic interests including local businessmen, local councillors, a forestry consultant, a Scouts District Commissioner, a local Baptist Chapel official and the deputy head of a local primary school. It is seeking registration as a Charitable Company Limited by Guarantee.

The Friends of Gurnos Nursery group are parents who support the Nursery by fundraising to provide new resources and support visits, undertake practical activities and organise social events. Cydcoed – Woods for All – is a £16 million Forestry Commission Wales grant programme working for communities in the Objective One area of Wales. Cydcoed Phase I was a £4M programme which ran from 2001 to 2004.  It has been so successful that in early 2003 a £12M Cydcoed Phase II running until the end of 2008 was launched with funding from the European Union and Welsh Assembly Government.   It promotes Welsh forestry for community development with 100% funding and support to help make better use of woods for jobs, economic regeneration, social inclusion, recreation, and conservation. Forestry Commission Wales is the government department responsible for forestry policy and looks after the 320,000 acres (130,000 ha) of public forests owned by the Welsh Assembly Government.
